ROLE OF NCC CADETS IN 1965 WAR

Introduction

1. The Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 was a culmination of skirmishes that took place
between April 1965 and September 1965 between Pakistan and India. The conflict
began following Pakistan's Operation Gibraltar, which was designed to infiltrate forces
into Jammu and Kashmirto precipitate an insurgency against Indian rule. India
retaliated by launching a full-scale military attack on West Pakistan.

2. While the role of the Armed Forces in the 1965 war with Pakistan is well
documented, the National Cadet Corps was also employed. In an Extraordinary Gazette
published on 9 Sep 1965, the Government included National Cadet Corps Officers
(Senior, Junior and Girls Division) and Cadets (including girls) of the Senior Division of
the age of 17 years and above.

Role of NCC in the War

3. NCC cadets played an important role in various tasks during the Indo-Pak war of
1965. Every NCC cadet rose to the occasion, they relieved the Police, the Territorial
Army and the Defence Services personnel to carry out vital tasks in the defence of the
country. Cadets were engaged in civil defence tasks and assisted civil and military
authorities in various sectors like :-

€) Manning of Civil Defence posts including civil defence patrols and look
outs.

(b) Manning of static signal installations.
(c) Messenger service.
(d) Duties in Hospital.

(e)  Administration and running of camps in case of movement of civil
population.

) Any other allied duties.

4. These duties were performed by the cadets with full zeal and enthusiasm. The
cadets also helped in building bunds along the western borders. The cadets were
guards at important installations like Akashwani, Telephone exchanges and Post
offices.



5. The most outstanding instance of courage and devotion to duty displayed by
the cadets was the fire fighting operations on September 13, 1965 at the Gurdaspur
railway station following an air attack by four Pakistani planes on a goods train carrying
inflammable material like ammunition, diesel and kerosene oil.
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Valiant Action of Sgt Pratap Singh

6. On 13th September 1965, a goods train carrying diesel oil and other explosive
materials at Gurdaspur Railway station was bombed by four Pakistani planes that led to
the fire in the wagon containing diesel oil. The fire created such huge flames that the
entire area around the railway station was covered with a thick dark cloud of smoke that
disrupted the locality with panic and fear.

7. Sergeant Pratap Singh (No: 1148011) and 59 other NCC cadets rushed to the
scene without giving a second thought about their life. The cadets, under the explicit
guidance of Sgt Pratap Singh, quickly started detaching the unaffected wagons from the
burning wagons and pushed it away to prevent the fire from spreading.

8. The course of action by the 60 cadets did not only contain the fire from the diesel
wagon but they had also detached the wagons loaded with ammunition which prevented
a big explosion.

9. The timely response of the NCC cadets was also significant for the advancement
of the Indian army in the frontline as the destruction of both fuel and ammunition would



have given a pause to the actions of the army since the resupply would have taken a
long time because of the damage that was done to the railway tracks.

10.  This devotion to duty by the cadets, who risked their lives, eventually saved the
city of Gurdaspur from a terrible tribulation. Cadet Sergeant Pratap Singh of the 10th
Punjab Battalion NCC Gurdaspur showed qualities of sheer leadership and bravery at
the time of emergency for which he was awarded the Ashok Chakra Class Ill (Shaurya
Chakra) by President of India Dr. Radha Krishnan in 1966.

11. Citation

7. PB/SD/1148011 Sergeant PARTAP SINGH,
National Cadet Corps,
(Effective date of award—I13th September 1965)

On 13th September 1965, {our Pazkistanji planes bombed
and strafed a goods irain carrying diesei o1l and other explo-
sives and infiammable material at Gurdaspur railway staziuon,
setting fire to a wagon containing dicsel cil. The burning oil
threw out huge flames and the entire area surrounding the
railway track was shourded by a thick cloud of smoke
causing panic and coniusion in the locality.

"Collecting about 59 oiher NCC Cadets, Serzeant Partap
Singh rushed to the scens of the_fire, Unmindful of their
personal saiety, the cadeis, uader” the inspiring leadership of
Sergeant Partap Siwga, set themselves to the task of detaching
the unaffected wagons from tlie buraing wagon and pushing
them away to a safe distance. During this zcion, Sergeaut
Partap Singh displayed leadership, courage and initiative and
S8t an Inspiring examp:¢ t0 the other cadets.
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